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Gatlinburg Disaster Relief 
  
On Saturday, February 25th, students from the 
Christian Student Center joined up with students 
from Christian Student Fellowship (a Christian 
Church Campus Ministry) to provide disaster    
relief in Gatlinburg, in the wake of the devastat-
ing forest fire.  
 
About 20 students in all, we split into two 
groups, each visiting a homestead where a   
family lost their home. Our objective was to 
build a shed for each family.  
 
Incidentally, my group built a shed for one of 
Dolly Parton’s second cousins. This gentleman 
was present, along with a family he was paying 
to rebuild his cabin. While our sheds were 
meant to provide security for people’s tools and 

supplies as they rebuild, this family (who was 
trying to earn money in order to rebuild their 
own home) informed me that they actually plan 
to live in the shed with their three children as 
long as they have to. 



 

 

Across the street from our site was the cabin   
pictured in this article, where one of the fifteen 
people who died in the fire had resided.   
 
We also met a 79 year old man whose house 
burned down. He and his wife escaped with just 
minutes to spare, and with only the clothes on 
their backs. He told me of the suffocating smoke; 

the roads blocked by fire or fallen trees; and the 
looters who stole any valuables that could be         
salvaged. This man, nearly 80, now had to rebuild 
is home so as not to forfeit his insurance money.  
 
It was a sobering experience. I was especially 
amazed at the keen perspective locals shared   
regarding what matters most in life. They were 
grateful for their survival; clung tighter to their 
loved ones; and pulled together with neighbors 
and volunteers to help one another.  
 
Truly, hope rises from the ashes. May we all be 
reminded to cherish this life, our loved ones, and 
our neighbors; and “fix our eyes on things above.” 

Upcoming Campus Ministry Events 
  
March 
11-18 Spring Break Mission Trip to Atlanta with Friends of Refugees 
25  Campus Ministry Gala: Dinner-Auction (visit CSCauction.com for details) 
31 Karaoke Night @ the CSC 

 
April 
1 Adopt-A-Block: Service project with Knoxville Dream Center 
2 Senior/Grad Student Dinner @ the Ellis’s 
6 Restoration Night: Joint devotional with Christian Student Fellowship 
7 Movie: The Case for Christ 
29 Torch Bearer’s Banquet: Celebrating Seniors / Appreciating Volunteers  

 
May 
2-9 Final Exams at the University of Tennessee 

 
July 
20-23 Campus for Christ Conference, West Texas A&M University, Canyon, TX 


